Ford Puma S1600 Ex works Rally Car
It has long been the dream of Mike Perkin, a long standing member of Plymouth Motor Club, and in recent years an ex chairman of the club, to rally a super 1600cc rally car, such as the MGZR or the Citroen Saxo. Having campaigned a group A Nova GSI for three years, winning the ASWMC tarmac serious outright at his first attempt, and winning the A6 class award on the national tarmac series for the next two years, Mike thought that a natural progression would be a S1600.

After a layoff off some 6 years, Mikes dream turned to reality in January 2008 when after searching for a year or more, he bought an ex works (Kris Meeke, Ryan Champion) Puma S1600, albeit it fitted with a 260 BHP Swindon race developments engine. The car had been used in Northern Ireland to undertake a few local rallies and some of the Irish series rallcross events. A 900 mile round trip saw the car brought back to Devon for a good look over, as we were aware there were a few small jobs that needed thinking about. 

The car, being an ex works car, was in left hand drive, and it was deemed sensible to convert it to the more traditional right hand drive, so work started towards undertaking the conversion. As with all things it took time, and by June this year the car was a bare shell nearly, with a number of the parts away for a freshen up, repaint or general tickle. Work then started in earnest thinking about cleaning and painting the engine back, underneath the front and rear arches, and the inner and outer floors while we were at it. Again, things take time and by mid july, nothing much was going on, so Mike decided in his wisdom, while the car was an unpainted bare shell, to put an entry in for the Richard Burns Memorial Rally on the 13th/14th September up in Norfolk, a high press level event in memory of Richard Burns, thus we had a date to work to and a target to meet. 

Click here to see the car as it was when we collected it.
Click here to see the car as it is on the 15th August.
Click here to see the car on 17th August as the reassembly starts shape.

Click here to see the ongoing progress of the car on 19th August. 

Progress report 24th August—First event less than one week hopefully.

The car ready for its debut event is shown here as off 31st August.
The competition debut for the Super 1600 Ford Puma took place recently, more information to follow. See here for a picture of the car in action on the Richard Burns Memorial rally recently. For a brief Rally Report Click Here
For more information see the October Club magazine.
