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1946    In early 1946, so many members were coming back from the war and 
asking when the Club was going to do something, that, an informal meeting was called for May 16th 
in the Swarthmore Hall. A surprisingly large number of enthusiasts turned up and it was 
unanimously agreed to get things under way, and pending an Extraordinary General Meeting, to be 
held in the July, to attempt three events in the nature of a 'work out' to see if the old hands still 
retained their cunning. 
 
These initial events - the Jones Memorial Trophy Trial, for novice motorcyclists, a gymkhana and 
the 7th Allen Trophy Rally (which attracted thirty cars) were all deemed to be a success. (C. G. 
Shepherd, PMC Handbook 1947) 
 
June 30th 1946  The provisional results sheet for the 7th Allen Trophy Rally shows 
that, with a loss of eighteen marks, P. J. H. Veale Esq. (Vauxhall 10) won the Allen Trophy and 
replica. Runner up with a loss of twenty-five and a half marks was H. Turnbull Esq. (Morgan 4/4) 
who was awarded the Drake Cup. The Frobisher Cup was won by third placed Lon Chard Esq. 
(Ford 8). (PMC Scrapbook) 
 

At the Extraordinary Meeting held on July 11th a new set of Club Officials were elected. 
These included: Chairman: C. H. Andrewartha Esq.,  Vice-Chairman: G. H. Turnbull Esq. Club 
subscription then stood at 7/6d. per annum. 
 

With only four months of the year left to play with, the Club embarked on almost a full 
season's programme and trial followed social event with such regularity that when the odd Sunday 
came around without any motor sport events the members were almost heartbroken!!  (C .G. 
Shepherd, PMC Handbook 1947) 
 
"City motor club#s "scavenge hunt#. "Clues & Keen Detection#.  Eighty-five members of Plymouth 
Motor Club attended a successful scavenge hunt on Sunday. Starting from Central Park car park the 
route took competitors to Tavistock for the final check and tea. 
 
The hunt was based on the Club#s mythical "Master Mind# in crime detection, Supt. Sam Snooper, 
who invited his sleuths to follow up the twenty clues he had revealed after "information received# 
which led to the discovery of a man#s body in an abandoned car. 
 
A cigarette butt stained with lipstick and a woman#s bloodstained handkerchief suggested a 
woman#s hand in the "murder#, but it became certain at the end of the hunt that the organizer, Mr. 
G. C. Andrewartha was the real culprit. (WEH Sep 1946) 
(The Comus book shows that the above was the second post war social event. Nothing is known of 
the first, other than fifteen persons had signed on and A. B. Solomon appears to have been the 
winner. Ed) 
 
September 29th 1946  A third event, a "Social Scramble# was held with nineteen persons 
signing on. A fourth event, "Signposts# was run on an unknown date. 
 
November 3rd 1946  The fifth social run was held. Again, nothing known other than 
fourteen persons signed on for an "Alphabetical Scavenge#. The year ended with event number six $ 
"Progressive Snakes & Ladders#. 
 
A Prize List for the 1946 season shows prices for prizes ranging from 10/8d. down to "Gratis#. 
(Presumably these were prizes purchased, as they cover the six events and range down to fourth 
places. Ed) The accounts also show a bottle of perfume purchased on September 29th for 7/6d. 
(PMC Comus Book) 
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Two views, possibly on the 
way home. (The two ladies 
are unknown, but are 
probably wives of crew. 
They were flown to Nice 
from Plymouth in a Dakota 
aircraft piloted by Mr. Peter 
Weeks, a decorated WWII 
bomber pilot. Ed) 
 
(Photos:  courtesy of Mr. 
Colin Worden) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDR 1 possibly at the 
finish in Monte-Carlo. 

 
(Photo: courtesy of Mr. 
Colin Worden) 
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Crocker was given permission to arrange the printing of the tickets and to decide, on seeing a price 
list, whether or not to use single tickets or books. Mr. C. H.-Bennett proposed the draw be used to 
purchase fire and safety equipment. (PMC Comm Mins Aug 1977)  
 
September 1977  A Newsletter consisting of five sides of foolscap was published.  
 

The Editor wrote that a book of draw tickets was enclosed with the newsletter and it was 
hoped that members would sell their allocation and come back for more as soon as possible. 

 
He also announced that the Annual Dinner and Dance tickets were about to go on sale and the Club 
had been able to keep the price at the 1976 level of £5.50 per head. The Editor asked the question 
!What else can you buy for the same price as a year ago?" 
 
Finally, he stated that since the last issue of the newsletter, #Cap$n Birdseye$ Phare had organized 
another successful evening afloat and whilst numbers were slightly down on the previous year, a 
good time was had by all. 
 

The Competition Secretary revealed that the latest 12-car rally was supported by enough 
marshals to man eighteen out of the twenty-nine controls, including two secret checks. The fastest 
time of the night was by a new member (at long last) Mr. Rodney Burnham, in his Imp, who was 
seeded at Number 6, but showed the Comp. Sec. where to get off by only loosing a total of four 
minutes % a remarkable drive. Unfortunately his navigator made a small error, making up time, and 
collected two fails. Even so, they finished second overall. The winners were Cliff Williams & Pete 
Newcombe in an Escort. 
 

Mr. B. Benson also appealed for marshals for the forthcoming Esso Uniflo Plymouth Rally. 
He gave the proposed start and finish locations and stated that the B.B.C. was entering three co-
drivers, one from #Spotlight$ and two from #Morning South West$. 
  

Those companies acknowledged with helping with sponsorship included: Esso Petroleum 
Co. Ltd., Motowest of Mutley Plain, Vospers of Millbay Road, Victor Barry Tyres, Chris Inch 
Engineering, St. Mary$s Bridge Garage, George Wimpey & Co. Ltd., Fairspares of Saltash and 
Auto Electrical Services of Plympton. (PMC Newsletter Sep 1977) 

 

 
(Having been a member of PMC for several years from 1964, I was a lapsed member in 1977, when 

I re-joined the club to represent the B.B.C. Spotlight team and have remained a member. Ed)  

Sept. 25th 1977 
PMC #Plymouth 
Stages Rally$  
 
 
Driver,  
Peter Crewes    
and  
Guest Navigator, 
David Sharp. 
 
(Photo: A. Jeffery 
Race & Rally 
Photography). 
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ensuring prompt and expert attention for competitors by professional medical staff. 
 
Ambulance spokesman Jerry Pickard said: !Plymouth Motor Club"s gift enables us to maintain the 
best rescue service at events whenever it is required#. 
 
Andy Pearce, the club"s Competition Secretary, presented the appliance to Mr. Pickard at the 
recently held Tamar Stages Rally at Newnham Park". (WMN press cutting) 
 

 
 

October 1997   Looking back over the 1997 12-car rally series, Series Co-ordinator, 
Alf Chanter, wrote: $So far the series is proving to be a popular championship with an average of 
ten crews per event. With a minimum of eight and a maximum of twelve entries, a level which has 
not been seen for some time, it would appear that the new format has turned the series round and 
given it the boost that was required. 
  
Another point to look at this year is the large number of novice entries, with over two-thirds of the 
entry normally from the novice ranks. This, hopefully, means that the series will go from strength to 
strength over the next few years as the novices progress up the ranks to fight for the top 
championship positions". 
 

An announcement in Spotlamp informed readers that South West Motor Clubs had agreed to 
man a stage on the 1997 Network $Q" R.A.C. Rally. Richard Cook had been offered and had 
accepted the daunting task of Stage Commander on behalf of the south west. 

 
$Tyle", in the Rhonda Valley, was to be the second stage on Tuesday and volunteers were required 
to act as stage marshals, timekeepers, sector marshals and radio crews. 
 
Personnel were also required to man the stage on the Wednesday of the week preceding the rally, to 
allow competitors to do their pre-rally recce.    
 

Following the 1993 report on the International Tour of Flanders Rally, Paul Tresise reported 
on the 1997 event which saw some fifty-four British crews cross the Channel to enjoy one hundred 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth Motor Club"s  
Andy Pearce (left) 
presents the backboard 
to  
Jerry Pickard. 
 
(Photo: Western 
Morning News October 
7th 1997) 
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from the noise, but couldn!t see them. Thanks also to Debbie Locke for running the paddock for the 
July meeting and last of all thanks to Jennie Locke for doing the results. 
 
We all owe thanks to Dave Wigmore who stepped into the breach and coordinated the championship 
this year. One hundred and eighty-plus contenders makes for a big task when it comes to totting up 
the points" PMC had three contenders in the Top Ten, Paul Perkin scraping in at ten, Tony Hartnett 
just losing out at eleven, and twenty-one Club members scoring points along the way!.  Peter Locke. 
(PMC Mag Dec 2004). 
 
December 18th 2004  Annual Awards Ceremony and Dinner & Dance. The event was 
limited to sixty people with the tickets at £18 per head. 
 
Minestrone Soup served with crusty bread roll.  Smoked Trout Fillet.  Melon.  Breaded Garlic 
Mushrooms served with side salad and garlic mayonnaise. Roast Turkey served with a chipolata 
sausage, sage and onion stuffing and cranberry sauce.  Braised Steak cooked in a sauce of 
mushrooms, tomato and herbs.  Golden Fried Scampi deep-fried with lemon and tartare sauce.  
Caribbean Chicken in a ham, pineapple and cheese sauce.  Mushroom Stroganoff served on a bed of 
rice. Christmas Pudding.  Chocolate Fudge Cake.  Mixed Ice Cream.  Fresh Fruit Salad. Fresh 
Coffee or Tea and Mints. (PMC Mag Dec 2004). 
 
We had a very good Dinner and Dance and Awards Presentation. Unfortunately we were again 
down on numbers, but the company was good, the food was good and everyone seemed to have a 
good time. 
 
We seem to have a problem with our A.D. & D.!s the attendance has been steadily declining over 
the years although the membership has been rising. We have tried before Christmas, after Christmas, 
hotels and pubs. We just do not seem to be able to get the balance right, so we are looking at a 
slightly earlier date this year. (PMC Mag Feb 2005) 
 
Thanks were offered to all Club members and friends who donated prizes for the raffle, including 
Les Grimshaw for one of his unique jewellery masterpieces, and Kevin Cooper Motor Factors for 
their generous contributions. (PMC Mag Feb 2005) 
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Marshal & Club Liaison Officer:  
 
C. Smale Esq. 2006 (part), 2007 (part) 
S. Drewitt Esq. 2008, 2009 
 
12 Car Co-ordinator: 
 
Miss H. Bull 2007 (part), 2008 
Mr. J. Sluman 2010 
Miss J. Tucker 2006 (part), 2007 (part of) 
Post Vacant 2009 
 
Club Chaplain: 
 
Rev. K. Wakefield 2006 (part), 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 
 
Child Protection Officer:  
 
Miss H. Bull 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 
 
Hon. Auditor:  
 
R. A. B. Grenfell Esq. 1978 
P. J. Willey Esq. 1948, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960 
R. K. Willey Esq. 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
 
Hon. Solicitor: 
 
Miss H. Bull 2009, 2010 
F. H. Howard Esq. 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
I. Thompson Esq. 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981 
Post vacant 1982 ! 2008 
 
Hon. Doctor: 
 
Dr. J. R. Telfer 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975 
 
Committee of Management: 
 
B. Benson Esq. 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 
Mrs. B Benson 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999 
R. Blackaller Esq. 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 
A. Chanter Esq. 2009 
C. W. Crocker Esq. 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992 
J. Ellison Esq. 2006, 2007, 2008 
W. Grimshaw Esq. 2001, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007 
W. H. Gould Esq. 1987 
Mrs. J. Gould 1987 
C. Jory Esq. 2003, 2004, 2005, 2008, 2009, 2010 
P. Locke Esq. 2000, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2009 
H. Palmer Esq. 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2005 
Mrs. L. Palmer 2005, 2006, 2007 
A. Pearce Esq. 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2004, 2008, 2009, 2010 
M. Perkin Esq. 2010 
D. Sharp Esq. 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 
J. Sluman Esq. 2001, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2008 
R. Snell Esq. 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992 


